Minutes of a regular meeting of the Marion Planning Commission held in the Municipal Building at 5:15
p. m. on September 8, 2014.

CALL TO ORDER: Vice-Chairman Ramsey called the meeting to order.
INVOCATION: Mr. Hicks rendered the invocation.
VISITORS: Harold Slemp, Donna Blevins and James Bonham Jr.

PRESENT: Vice-Chairman Bob Ramsey , Alice Freeman, Jim Barker, Dan Surface and Avery Cornett
Planning Commission Members. Town Engineer/Zoning Administrator Cecil Hicks, Town Attorney Mark
Fenyk and Deputy Clerk Anita Catron.

ABSENT: Chairman Cameron Wolfe, Ben Reedy.

DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM: The meeting was called to order, and with 5 voting members present,
the Commission has a quorum.

Vice-Chairman Ramsey welcomed the visitors and informed members that Mrs. Blevins and Mr. Bonham
were from the Town of Chilhowie. They are attending the Planning Commissioners classes and are here
to observe.

MINUTES: Upon motion of Mr. Surface, seconded by Mrs. Freeman and a vote of 4 AYES and O NOES,
the minutes of the meeting held August 11, 2014 were approved.

REPORT OF SECRETARY: Mr. Hicks reminded members the planned field trip to view properties
discussed in the August meeting will be rescheduled for the October meeting.

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEES: No report.
REPORT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES: No report.

NEW BUSINESS: REQUEST FOR RE-ZONING OF PROPERTY AT 410 EAST MAIN STREET: Vice-Chairman
Ramsey stated there has been a request for re-zoning from Mrs. Charles Chambers and asked Mr. Hicks
to review this request.

Mr. Hicks stated this request was referred to Planning Commission from Town Council for review. Mr.
Harold Slemp was present to represent the property owner Mrs. Charles Chambers, who has requested
her vacant lot be re-zoned from R-1 to Medical Arts. Mr. Hicks gave an overview of the property location
and surrounding property owners. The property has both residential and medical facilities surrounding
it. The property has been vacant for approximately eight (8) years after the house on the property
burned down. This property has been for sale since April 2012 with no offers. Mount Rogers Community
Services Board Facility is located beside this property and would like to purchase the property from
Mrs. Chambers. The intended purpose for purchase of this property is to allow for developing a staff
parking lot due to parking problems on their current site. Mount Rogers Community Services Board also
plans to add a building entrance and handicap bathrooms on the west side of their existing building to
accommodate the staff that would park in the new lot. The added addition to the building will encroach
onto the Chambers property approximately 5'. In accordance with the zoning ordinance, the building
can come no closer to the property line than 50 feet. Mount Rogers Community Services Board would
like purchase the vacant property mainly to allow for staff parking. Mr. Hicks also stated there had been
questions from Town Council with regards to the addition regarding code section 14-8-01. He then
reviewed the requirements for allowing this building to move forward .

Mr. Surface inquired as to the ingress and egress of the parking area.

Mrs. Freeman inquired if the requirements for water drainage, lighting requirements, and number of
parking spaces have been considered. Mr. Fenyk stated on street parking is allowed in this area.

Mr. Cornett asked about the required buffer to separate properties.

Discussion ensued with regards to all these questions.



Mrs. Freeman stated merging of two(2) lots seems to be what is to happen here. Nothing has been
discussed in the Zoning Ordinance to allow for this. If this is approved, these cannot be separated.

Mr. Barker stated this is a residential lot but it is non-conforming. Discussion ensued.
Members feel the only reservation to this will be the input from neighbors at the Public Hearing.

Mrs. Freeman stated she will recommend this request go to Town Council for a Joint Public Hearing to
be set after the sign has been posted on the property and property owners notified.

Upon motion of Mrs. Freeman, seconded by Mr. Barker and a vote of 4 AYES and 0 NOES, this request
will be sent back to Town Council for a Joint Public Hearing.

Vice-Chairman Ramsey asked for any more questions for comments.

Mr. Hicks stated he will get the address of the six (6) properties with less than 90' frontage that was
discussed in the August meeting and e-mail these to the Planning Commission Members so they may go
view them on their own if they would like.

Mr. Slemp requested to speak concerning the purposed changes to lot size requirements. He stated he
has lots for sale that do not meet the current requirements. If this change is made, he will then be able
to sale these vacant lots. He asked Planning Commission to please consider recommendation of this
change.

Mr. Barker stated he would like to be able to present Town Council with a possible date for the Zoning
Ordinance to be ready for review.

After discussion members feel it could be spring before they are finished with the review. A lot of
changes have been made, and they are still in the process of reviewing for more changes.

With no more questions or comments, Mr. Ramsey stated the next meeting will be October 13, 2014.

Upon motion of Mr. Surface, seconded by Mrs. Freeman and a vote of 4 AYES and 0 NOES the meeting
was adjourned.

Chairman Secretary



