Minutes of a regular meeting of the Marion Planning Commission held in the Municipal Building at 5:15
p. m. on February 13, 2012

INVOCATION: Mr. Hicks rendered the invocation.
CALL TO ORDER: Vice-Chairman Ramsey called the meeting to order.
VISITORS: Mr. Michael Armbrister, Mount Rogers Planning District Commission.

PRESENT: Vice-Chairman Bob Ramsey, Larry Carter, Alice Freeman, Dan Surface, Jim Barker, Ben Reedy
Town Engineer Cecil Hicks, Deputy Clerk Anita Catron.

DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM: The meeting was called to order, and with 6 voting members present,
the Commission has a quorum.

MINUTES: Upon motion of Mr. Barker, seconded by Mr. Carter and a vote of 5 AYES and 0 NOES, the
minutes of the last meeting held January 9, 2012 were approved as distributed.

REPORT OF SECRETARY: Mr. Hicks reported on the Sub-Committee meeting with Mr. Armbrister on
February 9, 2012. This was a very informative meeting for review of the Land Use Maps.

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEES: No Report
REPORT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES: No Report

NEW BUSINESS: Mr. Hicks introduced Mr. Armbrister who facilitated the review of the first 7 Chapters of
the Comprehensive Plan. Mr. Armbrister distributed a copy of the first seven chapters at the last
meeting to Commission Members to make suggested changes and corrections.

Mr. Armbrister began with information that had been requested by Mrs. Freeman at the last meeting.
The first request was for information on the number of people that work in Smyth County, but do not
live here. Based on information from two sources, the Census Bureau, and the Virginia Employment
Commission there are between 1,800-2,000 people that live outside of Smyth County but work here.
The second request was for information on jobs not through the Employment Commission where people
received their pay in cash. The only information available shows in Marion there are approximately 175
of these type jobs. The third request was for information on available housing for students that will be
attending the new Emory and Henry College program. The information from Sally Morgan,
Community/Economic Development Director for Smyth County shows that this will be a great concern.
Landlords and others report there is not enough available housing for these students and staff. The
college anticipates approximately 90 students in 3 years will attend the college for training. Two main
issues the town may need to consider are Housing and Land Use in that area. Landlords and others
report there is not enough available housing for students and staff. Emory & Henry College may elect
not to use all the building for teaching and may consider using a portion of the building for housing in a
campus type setting. Mr. Armbrister then asked for any other comments.



With no other comments he began the review asking for corrections on the first seven chapters of the
Comprehensive Plan from the last meeting. Several areas were discussed that may need to have the
wording changed or corrections made to the information already in the plan. Planning Commissioners
were given the next two chapters for discussion and review.

Chapter 8- The Planning Process: Major issues that face the Town and Highlights from the Public Input
Survey.
Chapter 9-Population & Housing: Goals, Strategies, Objectives for different areas in Town and how the

Town can best prepare for these.

Mr. Armbrister requested that each Planning Commission member review these chapters for corrections
and have these ready for the next meeting in March. As each chapter is corrected, these will be given to
Planning Commission Members for approval. After all members are in agreement that all corrections are
now complete, the Comprehensive Plan will go to Town Council for review. After Town Council’s review
the Comprehensive Plan will be available for public view. After Council’s approval a Joint Public Hearing
will be advertised to adopt the New Comprehensive Plan.

The Land Use Maps are also a major part of the Comprehensive Plan. These maps are used by different
sources to determine what Marion may have to offer. Each member was given a revised Land Use Map
and discussion ensued about the zoning of different areas on the map.

With no more questions or comments Mr. Armbrister turned the meeting back to Vice-Chairman
Ramsey.

The next Planning Commission is scheduled for March 12, 2012.

Upon motion of Mr. Surface, seconded by Mrs. Freeman and a vote of 5 AYES and 0 NOES, the meeting
was adjourned.

Chairman Secretary



